
Wirral Rights of Way Newsletter - January 2019: 
  

This newsletter provides an update on work carried out in 2018 and sets out what is 

planned for 2019. The Wirral Public Rights Of Way network continues to be 

maintained to enhance the public’s access to the 75 miles of public rights of way, 

plus a further 25 miles of permissive footpaths, bridleways and off-road cycle tracks.  

This is in addition to the 15 miles of the Wirral Way within Wirral Country Park from 

West Kirby to Hooton. The overall aim of promoting and maintaining these historic 

public routes is to provide an accessible recreational facility, helping to improve 

health and wellbeing as well as connectivity to employment for Wirral residents and 

visitors alike, whilst also making a contribution to the area’s visitor economy. 

 

England Coastal Path: 

This is a substantial project to improve walking access around Wirral and throughout 
2019, I as the Wirral Council’s Rights of Way / Local Paths Liaison Officer will 
continue to work with Natural England to deliver the 18 mile Wirral section from 
Birkenhead to the Cheshire border. This new national trail of 2,700 miles around the 
coast of England will be the longest coastal path in the world when it is completed in 
2020 or thereabouts. Following many site visits and meetings with landowners and 
other relevant groups and organisations around the Wirral, it is expected that the 
report laying out the proposals for the Birkenhead to the Welsh border section will be 
published in the Spring.  Please visit the following link for more information: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-improving-public-
access-to-the-coast#progress-on-the-england-coast-path-near-you  

This natural arch created over many centuries is within the ‘Coastal Margin’ of the 
new England Coast path on Hilbre Island. When visiting please check tide times and 
the safe route information at the Marine Lake Sailing Club before setting off. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-improving-public-access-to-the-coast#progress-on-the-england-coast-path-near-you
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-improving-public-access-to-the-coast#progress-on-the-england-coast-path-near-you


Achievements throughout 2018: 
 
Rights Of Way Improvement Plan 2018-2028 
Wirral Council coordinated the re-write of the ten year 2008 – 2018 Rights of Way  
Improvement Plan that became ROWIP 2 on the 1st April 2018: 

  
The above plan shows how ROWIP 2 links with other policies and strategies across 
The Liverpool City Region, rather than just being a ‘stand-alone’ document. Wirral 
submitted a list of projects totalling £6m but there is no guaranteed funding, however 
it is hoped that through these various strands of policies and strategies, funding will 
be sourced for public rights of way and off road cycle tracks over the next few years.  
Please follow the following link to view the ROWIP on line: http://liverpoolcityregion-
ca.gov.uk/uploadedfiles/documents/LCRCA_ROWIP_AUG2018.pdf  
There are no paper copies available. 
 

Footpath 8 Storeton: In August we replaced the old footbridge in Stanley Wood 

with a very nice new one:  

 

http://liverpoolcityregion-ca.gov.uk/uploadedfiles/documents/LCRCA_ROWIP_AUG2018.pdf
http://liverpoolcityregion-ca.gov.uk/uploadedfiles/documents/LCRCA_ROWIP_AUG2018.pdf


‘While we were there’, we also laid several tonnes of wood chippings leading to and 

from the new bridge. In our 2017 newsletter and throughout the very wet Winter up 

until March 2018, the Footpath 8 from Storeton looked like this:  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But with some fresh wood chippings and a long hot summer the same path received 

a makeover and became much more useable:  

 
 

Heswall Dales, footpath 34 & permissive horse route: 120 tonne of Lancashire 

gritstone was laid and re graded on this hilly route:    

 



Royden Park bridleway, the Greasby Brook section to Hillbark Road: fresh planings 

were laid to improve the surface and new drainage ditches were dug to assist with 

water dispersal into the adjacent stream:   

 
 

Thurstaston Common: footpaths 50 and 54: The National Trust are continuing to 

do work with their volunteers and we’ve paid for the special gritstone required. 

 
 

Footpath 49 Raby – Chester High Road: the long awaited surface improvements 

finally happened in September which enabled a very muddy path to become 

navigable once more. 



 
 

Dibbinsdale: footpath 55 and a path subject to a path creation order are having a 

new board walk and new steps, all arranged by the local Ranger for the site. 

 

 
 


